


By 2016, more than 65,000 jobs in a wide range 
of fields in Pennsylvania will require a background 
in science education, according to an analysis by the 
Pennsylvania Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) Initiative, one of six U.S. public-private 
partnerships aimed at increasing students in STEM 
careers and retaining, recruiting and retraining the 
current workforce.

Penn State is helping to meet this education challenge 
by working with the Pennsylvania STEM Initiative and 
providing grants for STEM projects through Outreach’s 
Thematic Initiative Fund (TIF) in education. In Febru-
ary, Penn State faculty mem-
bers and Pennsylvania school 
districts and intermediate units 
were invited to submit proposals 
for the first round of funding.

Penn State’s goals for TIF-
funded projects are to enhance 
STEM education in grades five 
to 12, encourage interest in 
these careers, and identify and 
facilitate access to STEM- 
related resources.

According to Dr. Kyle Peck, 
associate dean for outreach, 
technology and international 
programs in the College of 
Education, “Combining Penn 
State’s academic resources with 
those of other partners will have a broader impact on 
solving this critical societal issue.”

Outreach magazine will highlight results of Penn 
State’s STEM activities in future issues. In this issue, 
see the Science & Technology section (page 31) for 
information about new initiatives from the Eberly  
College of Science.
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University Park boasts 90 percent 
retention rates—what’s the campus’ 
secret? Shannon Ritter, former Penn State 
undergraduate admissions counselor who is 
now social networks adviser for Penn State 
World Campus, explained: “University Park 
provides activities to get involved and make 
friends, making students feel at home.”

In the online environment of World Cam-
pus, students can feel disconnected without 
the same goings-on. So, Ritter asks, “What 
can World Campus do online to replace that 
sense of community?”

The solution: World Campus launched 
its own island in Second life, created by 
Ritter, incorporating several of the favorite 
gathering places of Penn State students, 
including the Creamery and the Diner. And, in 
a stunning representation of the Hintz Family 
Alumni Center, World Campus students can 
also participate in virtual academic advising 
sessions. Advisers have set office hours, just 
like on campus. Virtual tailgates and other 
community building events such as gradua-
tion receptions, concerts, scavenger hunts 
and end-of-semester celebrations round out 
the Penn State experience.

To view the island, go to “PSU World 
Campus” in Second Life. (Visit http://www.
secondlife.com to create a free account and 
download the free software.) 

An avatar visits the Hintz 
Family Alumni Center.
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“Combining Penn 
State’s academic 
resources with 
those of other 
partners will 
have a broader 
impact on solv-
ing this critical 
societal issue.”

—Kyle Peck
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